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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
prm., amd read prayvers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, HINES
HILL SCHOOL.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Mimsler for the
North-West: 1, Is he aware that the Hines
Hill State School building hns heen offered
for sole and vemoval ! 2, Is he cognisant of
the {aet that wotions protesting azainst such
activn have beeh carried by the IHines Hill
{ountry . Women's  Assoeiation, the Hines
Hill Wheat and Woolgrowers’ Union and
the Hines Hill Parvents and Citizens’ As-
sociation? 3, As there are six children of
school nge within one mile of the closed
school, and several other children who will
shortly attain sehool age, would lhe prevent
the sale and removal of this agrienltural
distriet school ?

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST replied: 1, Ne; the Hines Tlill State
School building has not been offered for
sole and removal. 2, No. 3, Yes.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Tenth Day—Conclusion.
Debate resnmer from the previous day.

MR. EELLY {Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[4.33]: I should like first to express my
deep regret at the reason for my presence
in this Chamber; I rvefer to the lamented
death of My, George Lambert. Tt is indeed
a matter of sorrow to me that the circum-
stanves bringing me here should have heen
of that nature. T was not privileged to be
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present upon the delivery of Ilis Fxeel-
lency the Lieut.-Governor’s Specch at the
opening of the session. Further, I was
ahsent during addresses given by many mem-
hers, T have, however, heen particularly
struck hy utterances that have heen made
sinee I entered the Chamber two days ago.
I am indeed pleased to bave the opportunity
of addressing this honourahle House even
very briefly. T propose to confine mywself
to more or less parochial items concerning
my own electorate of Yilgarn-Coeolgardie.
As members are awnre, practically two-thirds
of that electorate contain what isx one of the
State's most important possibilitios from
goldmining point of view. There is a huge
anrifereus avea streiching from slightly
north of Ravensthorpe through to Orm
Banda, nnd even further north. What has
always struck mie is the wonderful oppor-
tunities existing throughout the length and
hreadth of the Yilgarn-Coolgardice electorate.
That vast orea is important not only from a
goldmining point of view, but also becesuse
of fhe many other minera] opportunities
which it offers and which are now awaiting
exploitation. It will he my endeavour to
convinee “the Governmnent of the day-- not
that T would suggest Ainisters do not al.
ready vealise the potentinlilies of the dis-
triet-—of the dire need for urgent exploifa-
tion in many now dormant hranches of an
industry which at present ranks as seeond
fo none in Western Australin, Many thou-
sands of acres in my eleetorate remain prac-
tically unfouched from the aspeet of pvos-
pecting, or should 1 say thorough prespect-
ing?

I was highly interested in the remarks
of the member for Brown Hill-Tvanhae (Mr.
F. C. L. Smith). The hon. memher struck
many apposite notes in the course of his
speech. There was one point, however, which
to my surprise he omitied when referring
to the wave of prosperity now obtaining in
our goldmining mdustry. It is one of the
chief reasons for the revival of the in-

dustry. T refer to the endeavours of our
prospectors, It is not diflicalt to vealise

that the wonderful prosperity the industry
enjoys today, while to a great degree the
result of ussistance by the present Govern-
ment and itmproved working conditions and
machinery conditions, is in a far greater
deoree the result of the efforts of the hard-
dying race of prospectors of Western Aus.
tralia. Today we are on the crest of a
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wave of prosperity in the industry, and
that evest results from the cfforts of these
hardy teilers who went out 20 or 30 and
even 50 years ago and discovered the mines
which are working today. Activities of pros-
pectors at present are far from being en-
couraged as they should he. Many addi-
tional improvements are required, and many
furiher coneessions should be enjoyed by
those men

I sometimes wonder what will happen to
our goldmining industry in another eonple of
decades il new shows are not discovered in
the near future. When we recall the his-
tory of the industry during the last five
and even 10 years, it is not hard to realise
that very few shows indeed have been found
during that period whieh will keep Western
Australia’s end np from a produetion point
of view in another 15 or 20 years' time.
The shows operating today are fast going
out, beeanse their production has overtaken
their development; and so we find that
this cause, coupled in some ecases with
high costs of administration and of pro-
duction, is putting shows out of existence.
So T come to the point that our goldnining
industry is bound up with the aetivities of
the prospector. Much undoubtedly has been
done by the prospector, but much remains
still to be done before he can be enticed into
the back country to nnearth the new shows
which will be the salvation of the industry.
During the past 12 months I have seen about
100 prospectors leave my distriet. It may
be said that gold was not present in suffi-
cient quantities to keep them there. That is
one reason, but a greater renson is that the
.men were unable to leave the beaten track
and do something worth while. If they did
find a show sone distance away from either a
State or privately-owned battery, they were
unable to eart low-grade stone and get it
crushed with profit to themselves. In many
instances their reward was merely an
amount sufficient to pay their store hill,
leaving nothing over for their hard work.

I draw the Government’s attention to sev-
eral points which [ consider would help to al-
leviate the present distressing position, one
that will be profoundly accentuated in duys
to come unless action is taken. First, the
conditions at our State batteries, although
they have been relicved to a degree in the
past 12 or 18 months, are such as to eall
for attention. 'The batteries requive over-
hauling.  Conditions ecould and should he
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improved to enable men fortunate encugh
to be working near a State battery to get
their stone crushed at a reasonable cost. If
this were done, many low-grade shows could
earry out exploratory work which eventually
would prove of great Lenefit to the State.
Apart from the unsatisfactory conditions
prevailing at the State batteries, there is a
decided shortage of such batfcries. Many
shows, too far from the beaten irack at pre-
sent, are capable of development and could
be worked profitably if crushing facilities
were available within a yeasonahle distance.
We have at present 26 or 28 State batleries
which, with few exeeptions, are working to
full ecapacity. If the State hattery system
could be extended, I am convinced that the
additional facilities would be greatly appre-
eiated by the prospectors, while the State
Treasury would benefit to a substantial de-
gree. Many prospectors not fortunate enough
to be working near a State battery are close
te a privately-owned battery. To be fuir, I
must say that conditions for prospectors at
the State batteries are much better than are
the conditions at the privately-owned bat-
teries. The Government ought to institute
some form of subsidy for the privately-
owned batteries, so that the prospectors using
them might at least enjoy the conditions
under which prospectors using State bat-
teries are working. That would be 2 step
in the right direction, would relieve the pre-
sent stress, and result in greater guld pro-
duetion,

Prospectors are also at a distinet disad-
vantage because of the high cost of water.
The prospéctor himself does not use a large
quantity of water, but he is affeeted by the
high charges to the battery which crushes his
ore. Those water charges nre mush higher
than they should be. Several depuinlions
from my electorate have waited upon the
Government in an endeavour to get the
charges reduced, hot have met with little
stccess. The deputations were told that any
reduction in the charges would involve huge
alterations which would be so far-reaching
that the Government did not feel disposed
to treat our distriet differently from others.
The Government did say thal it was pre-
pared fo examine each case on ifs merits,
but we have received only small relief. Many
shows have elosed down in my district dnr-
ing the past 18 months which, bul for the
exeessive cost of water from our goldficlds
seheme, would still be at work, I Linow this
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from actual contact with the shows in ques-
tion. It would be unwise for me or for any-
body ecise to assert that the eost of water
was the determining factor in closing those
mines; nevertheless, it definitely was a con-
tributing factor.

There are other ways in which the pros-
peetor could be assisted without embarras-
sing the Treasury to any great extent. One
is the installation of a system of dams.
In many centres in my electorate and in the
outhaek sections of those centres are dams
which have fallen into disrepair and become
uselcss.  No effort has heen made fo put
them into a state of repair. I have visited
a number of the dams during the past few
werks. It is a erying shame to sce the roofs
fallen in, the iron blown about and wasted,
the timbers white-ant caten, and eracks in
the cement from side to side which have not
heen patched. Tt would not be a great drain
on the Treasury to put those dams in order
and plaee them in commission. They would
e of material nssistanee to men struggling
for an existenee in the outback areas of the
Yilgarn-Coolgardie district.

Another hardship imposed during the last
few months upon those in the mining indus-
try—one which has been mentioned by
several speakers on the Address-in-reply
—is petrol rafioning. I do not want
to dwell on the diffienltics that have
been occasioned by petrol rationing, but
stress the point that although this is a
Federal matter the State Government
should take steps to control the destiny
of our outhaek distriets. I understand that
a car with a given horsepower rating is al-
lowed a certain amount of petrol, and that
quantity is not varied, irrespective of
whether the car is employed in Cottesloe or
Subiaco or in the extreme ends of my terri-
tory. If that is the case, it is placing a dis-
tinet hardship on a seetion of the community
that should reeeive every cncouragement, 1
helieve it was stated in this House yesterday
that Western Australia’s petrol quota was
880,000 gallons. I am convinced that if the
distribution of that quantity were adminis-
tered properly by a totally Western Austra-
lian hoavd, eapable of making the necessary
deeisions, the amount would be adequate, or
very nearly adeguate, for the requirements
of essential services. If the Government has
not already taken steps to effeet local con-
trol of Western Australia’s petrol quota, I
hope it will do so in the near future.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A necessity in the goldmining industvy is
the establishment of a sliting scale rate
whereby the handling of low-grade ove could
he undertzken at a lower cost. Theoreti-
cally, a man crushing 5 dwts. gets 3 dwis.
over the plates and the other two in the
sands. Actually, al! the man is entitled to,
or gets, is the amount he receives over the
plates, because the sands are valueless to him
under our present methed of extraction. If
the sliding scale could be adopted and a man
were given the benefit of the low-grade ore
he had mined, o far greater amount of gold
would reach the market, to the ultimate bene-
fit of the State. After all, even if the Gov-
ernment ran the State batteries at a distinet
loss, it would be to the eredit of the State not
only now but in ycars to come.

I have already referred to petrol ration-
ing, about which much has been heard from
many quarters. It appears that the State
will soon have to depend for additional
petrol wpon the extraction of this fuel from
wheat. Another possible souree of fuel is
the shale oil deposit outside Coolgardie. For
some months I have been making exhaustive
inquiries with a view to having these depos-
its opened up. The chstacle to prospecting
that area seems to be that portion of the
ground is held as a mining lease or mining
leases, with the result that it is impossible
to persuade private enterprise to do any-
thing in the matter. Money would not be
forthcormng for developing the deposits
nnless that aren were thrown open. T under-
stand that 30 years ago a section of the
shale oil deposit was worked and a trial
parcel was sent to Scotland. The analysis
showed that 30 galluns to the ton of shale
oil was possible. At that time the method
of handling the oil and the amount econ-
sumed in Western Australia were such that
to work the deposits in the manner in which
they would have had to be worked =t that
time would not have heen profitable, but
today ecircumstances have entirely changed;
eonditions generally have altered. The oper-
ations necessary in the working of shale
oil stone have changed to such a degree
that it is now possible to work the deposits
satisfactorily and to convert them into an
asset to Western Australia. I would urge
that the fullest inquiry be made with a
view to opeming up the deposits and putting
shale oil from Western Australia on the
market,
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The iren deposits of Koolyanobbing, 30
miles from Southern Cross, in my territory
are also worthy of consideration. Unfort-
unately T have not figures to submit regard-
ing the findings of experfs who were sent
there to examine the deposits, but I under-
stand the conditions are such as to he dis-
tinetly enconraging. Further investigations
might well be made. I hope they will be and
that fature activities will vesult in the estab-
lishment of a profitable industry.

A subjeet eaulling for reference is the
decline apparent throughout the agrieul-
tural arveas. A few years ago in my elector-
ate there were many hundreds of farmers,
but Leeanse of various causes, ineluding bad
seasons, dvought conditions, low prices and
other contributory factors, a decline set in,
resulting in the present serious position of
the industry. The farmers who remain are
undoubtedly labouring under parlous condi-
tions. T {rust that a full measurve of re-
habilitation will be provided for them so
that they may not only he kept on their hold-
ings but that others may he encouraged to en-
gage in agriculture there in the coming
vears. T understand a poliey of linking-up
holdings is to be adopted. Although the
scheme is in its emxly stages and possibly
has been the subjeet of much thonght hy
the powers that he, so far as we can gather
at present the proposals do not go far
enough. While linking-up may enhanee the
agricultural possibilities of the district,
many people are of the opinion that the
policy so far indicated does not meet all re-
quirements. For instance, the linking-up of
sevaral blocks in the interests of a farmer
who is already in straitened eircumstances,
will not do very much for him heeause he
is not able appreciably to strengthen his
position owing to lack of capital. Unless
provision is made to enable him to sink
dams, erect adequate fencing, purchase suf-
ficient stock for the extended area and pro-
vide better housing conditions—at present
the housing conditions are far from satisfac-
tory—the farmer’s position will not he
much improved. In addition to the require-
ments I have already mentioned, a reduc-
tion in rentals charged, which must be
brought down to an absolute minimum, must
he provided for, otherwise the scheme will
not prosper. Certainly the Government will
have to go much further if success is to be
achieved, partieularly in the marginal areas.
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Reference was made in another place re-
cently to  two roads, the construction of
which was said to be under consideration.
One was the Ora Banda road and the other
the Evanston road. I hope matters in that
regard will be speeded up to such a degree
that the work will be proceeded with in both
instances in the near future. I de not know
of any road worse than that to Ora Banda.
In faet, it can be said to take second place
only to the road that originally connected
Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie.. The Ora Banda
road is in a wretehed condition, and it
passes my comprehension why any road
hoard, having the advantage of rafes and
road license fees, should not have put the
road into a better state of repair without
waiting for the Government to do the work
that is now neceessary to make it reason-
ably satisfactory to travellers. The Evans-
ton road is in a different category. At
present it has many features that commend
it, but nevertheless it is inadequate to cope
with the volume of traffic that passes over
it.  The Frvanston Goldfield will possibly
heeome one of the best producers the State
has known for many years. If prompt
eonsideration is given to the reconstrue-
tion of the road there the umprovement
will he greatly appreciated by those en-
gaged in developing an asset that will be
of great importanee to the State.

I am afraid my remarks have been more
or less parochial, L am newly elected to
this Chamher and do not desire to weary
members at the outset. I was rather sur-
prised yesterday to hear the member for
East Perth (Mr, Hughes) address remarks
to me and possibly I was expected to ae-
cept them from him in his advisory capa-
eity. To me his remarks were not alte-
gether reasonable. For instanee, he sug-
gested that members of this House were
wooing my presence. I think that remark
was most uncalled for, and made me feel
my position to he somewhat unhappy.
Simply becanse members of this House
had heen kind to me and deeent enough to
pass the time of day or say a few words
to me, I do not think it quite proper that
I should be likened, so to speak, to a shag
on a rock—a phrase I have heard the hon.
member use hefore. The member for East
Perth rather took the bhull by the horns
and appeared to me to be somewhat unfair
in his remarks.
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Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear!

My, KELLY: Perhaps the remarks were
more jocular than anything else, and I
shall aceept them in that light. I assure
the House that while my remarks this
afternoon may have been parochial, my
outlook is not bound by the limits of the
Yilgarn-Coolgardie electorate but is State-
wide,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.8]:
At the ontset I desire to extend my sym-
pathy to the relatives of the late George
Lambert. His old familiar figure will be
miszed by all of us in this Chambher, and
50 too will be his knowledge of mining,
metallurgy and echemistry. Those inter-
ested in sueh industries will sadly miss
him. T congratulate the new member for
Yilzarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Kelly), and com-
plimeat him apon a remarkably fine maiden
effort on the floor of the House. I
have been a new memher and have
felt the diffienlty of addressing the House.
From that standpoint, I 'am able to sym-
pathize with him. If the speech he has
Just delivered is an example of his capacity
to address you, Mr. Speaker, I feel certain
he will prove an aequisition to the de-
bating strength of this Chamber.

Possibly I would not have contributed
to the Address-in-reply debate bat, in view
of the new ruling that one eannot discuss
such matters as one may desire in Com-
mittee of Supply, I shall avail myself of
this opportunity to say a few words. I
shall preface my remarks by sounding =
note of warning regarding a subject that
has heen diseussed frequently of late—the
new world order. Probably I eould make
utterances that would be equally popular,
but the erisis that eonfronts this nation is
of such a character that it demands the truth
to be courageously spoken. Some of us
have very short memories. We are prone
to take the line of least resistance and even
to lead the people along a road that must
ultimately end in disaster. The institutions
of the British Empire are the most glorious
known to the world. No one will deny that.
The sacrifices heing made Lo mnintain those
institulions are not too great. Still, T am
very sceptical whether, even after all our
efforts and saecrifices and after a military
vietory, we shail expericnee a new world
order of very much value to the multitude
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of the people. It might be obtained hecause
the will of the people is supreme and all-
powerful, but unless they realise tleir own
sovereignty and toke action, I am afrmd
the new world order will be a repeiilion of
past experienee.

The member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Alx.
F. C. L. Smith) gave an interesting exposi-
tion of the origin of Parliament. In my
opinion he explained the facts clearly. He
presented sound argument to show that
party polities was the natural eorollary of
the parliamentary system. I agree that
party politics has served to an extent and
could resnlt in greater success. To achieve
this, courage iz required. I look back over
a period of years and find the United Aus-
tralia Party supported chiefly by business
people to whom we refer as the middle
clags. All that the U.A.P. has done for them
15 to load them with taxation to such an ex-
tent that many have long since become in-
solvent, and the only hope held out to them
is for a still heaviey burden of taxation. I
look at the Conntry Party to which the pri-
mary producer pins bis foajth. After years
he finds his home and property more heavily
encumbered with debt than ever, while the
possibilities and probabilities of being able
to market his produce—provided he can
continue to produce—were never more doubt-
ful or less secure. Then there is the indus-
trialist, whose confidence is reposed in the
party of whieh I have the honour to be a
member. Looking back I find that the effec-
tive purchasing power of his wage has not in-
creased one iota, His right even to earn
that wage is less secure than ever before
owing to the mechanisation of farms, fac-
tories and mines. That is the positin us
I see it. The fundamental basis »f these
anomalies lies in the fact that, no matter
which party is in office, it is not permitted
to give effect to its poliey.

Hon, X. Keenan: What is the good of
it?

Mr. MARSHALL: The best that can he
done is to give effeet to so much of the
policy as finanee will permit. Beyond that
no party ean go. We have often been told
that government is finance and finance is
government. In any trade, calling or profes-
sion, we would ridicule an individual who
endeavoured to carry on without the neees-
sary facilities to do so. Yet we enler Paw-
liament believing that we shall Le ahle to
accomplish something when the very esseu-
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tial, the very lifeblood of the nation, all that
we require to give effect to the wishes of the
people is something that we do not control.
The hopelessness of the position is obvious.

On previous ocensions I have endeavoured
to explain my viewpoint to the House. We
have a team of men constituting the Gov-
ernment. Every member of it has bad in-
dustrial experience. [ doubt whether there
is one of them who has not passed through
the school of hitter experience. Each in his
turn has suffered. T suggest that, after their
experience in an administrative eapacity
over a period of years, they are able ad-
ministrators. Yet members rise in the House
and ecastigate the Government for having
done this or not having done that, speaking
ag though the Government sat in the fore-
front of a colossal institution chock-full of
money, as though the Governmnent adopted
the attitude that no matter how hard was
the lot of the people it would in no eircum-
stanees release money to relieve the position.
That is not so. This Government can de no
more than it iy doing, having regard for the
faet that under our Constitution this State
has no control of money, It is in a hope-
le4s position exeept that it might fight the
proposition, and endeavour to win hack to
the Federal arena a ecorrect interpretation
of Section 51a of the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, and foree those who have
the power under that part of the Constifu-
tion to use such power, and deny outside
bodies the right to dictate to the representa-
tives of the people in Parliament. Until
that is done, nothing will avail. I defy any
individuals to assame Ministerial office in
this State tomorrow and do as well as the
present team has done. All I have to com-
plain ahout is that as a progressive Party,
whose platform advoeates the very reform
I am suggesting, there is ahout it o lack of
courage to taekle the proposition. That is
all! Until the proposition is tackled, there
ean he little hope of any material redress,
and the standards of all sections of the com-
munity, eommereial, prodnctive, and indus-
trinl, mnst gradually decline.

T may be accused of advoeating a policy
that would be detrimental to a vigorous war
policy. Conseientiously speaking, I am of
opinion that we can never proceed to a
vigorous war policy while such poliey is
limited by the amount of money that is
made available by private institutions, The
more orthodox is the method of finaneing
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Governments, the less ean thoy expand the
national evedit because of the interest bur-
dens that must eventually erush them. Bank-
ers know that and go steadily so that the
interest bill will rise gradually. They feel
their way with the people to see how much
more taxation ean be extracted from them.
Until that position is ascertained the banks
will expand no more, and make no more
money available. We have no hetter ex-
ample of the dictates of finanee over Gov-
ernments than wos afforded in the years
1930 to 1933, There was a c¢lear demonstra-
tion of the universal oligarchy of finance
sending its vepresentatives who werc sup-
ported, unfortunately, by professors of eco-
nomies, to dictate to Governments what they
should or should not do, and telling them
distinetly that they woull get ne move
moncy until they did as they were told. We
have a professor whe sponsored that plan.
The bhasie principle of the plan was—the
less you cat the fatter you get, the less you
wear, the warmer you will be; the more
primitively you exist, the better the home you
will have. In other words, the policy was,
the less money there is in the country, the
greater will he the prosperity. That plan
was supported hy our professer of eco-
nomies. It was merely a plan to give of-
fect to the dietates of finaneial oligarchies
cmanating from Wall-street in America and
from Threadnecdle-street in London. Un-
less people waken to the position theie wilt
he a repetition of that in store for them.

I do not wont members to think I am
eriticising any partieular statesman beeause
he dnes not happen to serve under the same
political banuer that I do. I cannot help
saying, however, what I feel ahout the pres-
ent Prime Minister of the (‘ommonwealth.
If I did not hold this view of him, I would
have to insult his intelligenee by saying he
was incompetent and had no right to hold
his position. He knows well he is lending
this country into s state of degradation.
My contention in that vespect is borne out
by his own utterances. A new world order!
We had all that during the last international
conflict, which cost this sunny land 60,000
of its best men and a debt amounting to
£806,000,000. That debt has been increasing
over the years, and may now be at a higher
figure. 1t is the minimum amount, Many
promises were made to us—that we would
be permitted to hang the Kaiser; or pinch
or torture the Kaiser to death when victory
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came our way; that the world would be
made safe for Demoeracy; that it would be
made fit for heroes to live in; that Germany
would have to pay the war debts; and above
all, that we were engaged in a war to end
war. I ask members whether that is not
correct. Most of them were on this planet,
as I was, during the last war. Those were
the promises that were made, if my memory
serves me right. How many of them have
been fulfilled? We were promised a hew
world order, a world that would be fit for
heroes to live in. Unfortunately, men who
fought in defence of this eountry walked all
over it in search of a job. The member for
Vietorin Park (Mr. Raphael) told us of the
casg of an unfortunate man—or was he a
iortunate one—who had returned from the
present war, had gone away in defence of
Democracy, and who is now on the dole.

Mr. Sampson: The Minister for Works
offered him a job right away.

Myr, MARSHALL: I am prepared to ac-
cept the statement of the member for Vie-
toria Park. Even if it is not true, it will be
tbe order of the day unless people make use
of their own sovereignty and their own
power, and make their servants, members of
Parlinment, responsible for giving effect to
their wishes.

Mr. Wilson: Federal members?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. We talk of
democracy. Much is mouthed about demo-
cracy at the moment, about freedom, liberty
—all glorious things in their way, but what
sins are committed in the name of liberty
and demoecracy! I would define democracy
as the belief inherent in society that men
would in association pet what they wanted.
I pat it to the House, do the ‘peoples of
the world want this present international
conflict? Did they ask for the poverty and
unemployment recently experienced? Did
they ask for the burden of taxation which
today s reducing their living standards?
No! They elect men to Parliament, gnd
those men give them what they do not ask
for, and deny to them that which they would
have. As I pointed ont earlier, that is
inevitably so. It eannot be avoided because
we have no control of the essential factor
needed to give effect to the demands of the
peoples. (ne thing upon which I can con-
zratulate the present Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth is that he is at least frank
and outspoken enough to tell the Australian
people what they have to expect at the con-
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clusion of the presen! war. All those
utterances are not in conformity with the
ideas of those who preach the new order
under & disguise for the purpose of mis-
leading the people. But the Prime Minister
evidently is most trnthful. 1 concur in his
utterances. Unless there is some change,
what bhe prophesies must inevitably come
true. 8till, he is in a position to change the
comrse of events. But he will not. Mr.
Menzies in returning from England said
in New Zealand eccrtain things which he
repeated over the air only six or seven
weeks ago. Indeed, a very Tecent statement
of his supports those earlier utterances—

The Government was obliged to employ fe-
male labour beeause male labour was too ex-
pensive,

Now T quote his utterances in New Zealand—

I encountered ng thinking human being in
Great Britain who did not realise that if the
price of victory is poverty—and I think it is,
and what is wrong with poverty providing it
is the poverty of freedom?—then the business
of statesmanship after the war i to see Lhat
that poverty is honourably shared.

There is the new world order—poverty!

Mr, Sampson: There is no poverty of
words!

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon, member inter-
jeeting will not suffer from any other
poverty than mental poverty. It is good
for those in the right position to continue
to emulate and endorse destruction provided
they themselves survive. The present sys-
tem has been good to the hon. member inter-
Jjecting, but it has been abominably hard on
others, namely the majority of the people.
Bo there is the new world order! (

T wish to sound a note of warning. In
my humble judgment this confliet is being
fought for two different objects; firstly, a
return to the gold standard; secondly, the
creation of an oligarchic union somewhere
in Europe! Those are the features that
occasion most concern today. Some people
are advocating, not a return to the gold
standard, but oligarchic union as a solu-
tion of international diffienlties. Strange to
relate, not one of the advocates of olig-
archie union advocates a union on the lines
of the British Empire! They call for sacri-
fice. Each nation must hand over its powers,
its army and navy and air force, and its
economies to that union. That union is to
have world-wide authority. Those who con-
trol the Parliaments of the world today will
be able to handle very conveniently a few
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men situated somewhere in Europe, and their
dictates will be given effect to, because the
people of every nation will be helpless. No
nation will be able to offer any resistance.

No nation dare do so. A nation attempting
resistence would be annihilated. There would
be no freedom such as we enjoy in the
British Empire today. Neo, no! “Give up
your powers to this authority in which
America, controlled by Wall street, will have
the predominant voice!” I warn people who
advoeate this union, and I respectfully fore-
tell that if sueh a union ever comes into
cxistence it will be a ease of “God help us!”
Henee the desire to abolish demoeracies.
Democracy is a danger to all sueh types, and
democracies it is that they really wish to
remove.

On a recent tour—I revisited the Eastern
States after an absence of 20 years—I had
the pleasure of the company of yourself,
My, Speaker; and the trip was indeed en-
joyable. We saw much and talked little,
but both of us thought a lof. While dis-
cussing some of these questions with eastern
Australians of promise, T happened to pick
pp the “Daily Telegraph” of Thursday, the
19th June, 1941, and in it was a statement
by Bir Victor Bassoon, who, according to
the headings, was on the way to stop Hitler.
Sir Vietor was reported as follows :—

A world federation of demoeracies with Bri-
tain, Australin and Canada beeoming part of
the United States was essential (said the chair-
man of the E. D. Sassoon Banking Company,
Sir Vietor Sassoon, who is on lLis way to
Shanghai).

T hope he got there!

" There 19 no other way to stop Hitler, It is now

0 obvious to the world’s businessmen that a
federal allianece is necessary, that it hardly
bears discussion. England must come into the
democracy of the United States with a full
right of statehood. It is aleo obvious that
Fingland must give up her traditions and insti-
tutions of government.
That is what is wanted, That is what these
people are after. A return to the gold basis
would mean absolute degradation and
poverty for the whole British Empire.

Mr. Stubbs: They have not any hope of
getting it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the member for
Wagin is correct.

Mr. MeDonald: Do you think we should
abolish gold?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not think the
Anglo-Saxon rnce’s love of freedom would
tolerate it, but it is hard to sav what might
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happen, becanse all these things were done
in the 1914-18 war to induce the people to
helieve that international conflicts wonld end
by giving effeet to them. T have much litera-
ture upon the subject. One most remark-
able point which no one will deny in this en-
lightened age is that Pariaments do not eon-
trol, hnt are controlled by, finaneial institu-
tions. That I think is established. No one
will deny #t. We have had experience of it
in our own small sphere.

Mr, McDonald: I absolutely deny it as
far as T am concerned.

Mr. MARSHALIL: All right. Irobably
the most ounfstanding statement on the point
was made by the late Sir Joseph Lyons.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Sir?

Mr. MARSHALL: Before I guote what
he said, let me read a statement, which was
made on the 8th June, 1939, by Philip A.
Benson, president of the American Bankers’
Association in a speech at Milwankee——

There is no more direct way to capture con-

trol of & nation than through its eredit (monoy)
svatent.

Mr. MeDonald: Thot has nothing to do
with me. I have never cven heard of the
gentleman.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course. The mem-
ber for West Perth has not taken any inter-
vst in the subject.

Mr. MceDonald: I have.

Mr. MARSHALL: Let me quote a state-
ment by the late Vineent C. Vickers, a
former Director of the Bank of England—

As we stand today, money and the issue of
eredit is not controlled by the State, but by
interested parties creating no real wealth,
working to make money out of money—most
of which is not theirs at all. Inecreasing num-
bers of people are asking, ‘‘Is it neccasary or
right that we should be governed by money
power§'?  The future welfare of the money
industry, as it is at present constituted, de-
pends entively upon its own power to crush out
the human impulse to go forward and upon its
ability to override the will of the people and
so govern the world.

Probably this statement will convinee the
member for West Perth.

Mr. MeDonald: Was that statement made
by Bruece Brown?

Mr. MARSTHALL: He is a greater autho-
rity on moncy than the one I have quoted.
I shall read another quotation, which ean
be found in the library. It is hy a gentle-
man named Reginald MeKenna, Will the
member for West Perth doubt his right to
speak npon banking® The quotation reads—

The Bank of England, and no other power
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in heaven above or earth beneath, is the ulti-
?atc arbiter of what our money supply shall

e.
God! Do we want any greater proof than
this man gives us? Professor Soddy, R. G.
Hawtrey, H. . McLeod and other econg-
mists and bankers all agree with it. Nobody
would dare deny it, except the member for
West Perth, who glibly said that he denied
it.

Mr. McDonald : Read the whole book. You
will find a very different proposition,

Mr. MARSHALL: Why does the mem-
ber for West Perth glibly invite me to read
litevature that ¥ have been studying for
years? He puts me in mind of a law
court case that I read of. A witty lawyer,
not too well liked by the presiding judge,
had outlined his case, when the judge said
to him, ‘“Well, if that is the law, I had
better burn my beoks.”” ‘‘No,’’ replied
the lawyer, ‘“you had better read them.”’
That is my viewpoint. I could be like
other members, rush in on a wave of popu-
larity and say, ‘It does not matter, do
not mention it, hush it up, hide it.”’ When
all is over, however, we shall have in a
more aggravated form the conditions that
prevailed after the 1914-18 war. God for-
bid! OQur soldiers should not be asked to
suffer like that. Were it not necessary, I
would not he pleading the case I am put-
ting forward. This country can produce
an abundance of wealth. Tt is doubtful
what limits could be put to that wealth
if every man, woman and child, plus our
machinery, were permitted to apply them-
selves to the production of real wealth.
We could produce 100,000,000 bushels of
wheat annually, All that is requived by
the complex demands of society can be
produced in abundance in this glorious
land. Yet we are told by Mr. Menzies
that it is a poor country. No doubt it is,
when it must pay interest to nine finaneial
institutions of which Mr. Menzies is a
director.

Mr, McDonald: Of what companies is he
a direetor?

Mr. MARSHALL: I will have something
to say on that later. I shall not enter into
an argument now. I have all the infor-
mation, names, value and everything clse.
The hon. member will get it all in good
time; it shall not escape my attention; even
though he may desire me to pass it over.
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Mr. McDonald: You are referring to
‘*Who rules Aunstralia?’’

Mr, MARSHALL: I will give the hon.
member the names of the companies, the
capital subscribed and all other details,
all in good time, when I propose to move
a motion on this subject. I am pleased
that I have the member for West Perth
riled hecause I am sure I must be right.

My, McDonald: I am all for you.

Mr. MARSHALL: I must be right, be.
cause the hon. memher is attacking me.
He is like the ‘‘West Australian’’ news-
paper; if that attacks me I must be right,

Mr. Withers: Definitely!

Mr. MARSHALL; If it does not attack
me I am definitely wrong, T wish to refer
to the Mining Act. While in the Eastern
States I made some iaquiries, hoping
against hope that I would get first-hand
information upon up-to-date processes for
the sanitation and ventilation of gold
mines. I regret I was unsuccessful. The
ventilation of our gold mines, I am pleased
to say, is as modern as is that of the mines

in any of the other BStates, althoumgh
I am still uncenvineced that we are
doing all we might in that direction.

In passing, I might say that I consider West-
ern Australia’s laws and their administration
are equal to those in the Hastern States and
in many respeets are superior. In regard
to the ventilation of metalliferous mines the
information I gleaned while in the Eastern
States gave me the impression that the pre-
valent ides is that it is not eonsidered proper
to instal modern methods such as air-con-
ditioned processes, until the temperatures in
the mines have visen so high that labour
could not give efficient service. I have had
experience in mines ever since I was a
child, notwithstanding the utterances of
the member for East Perth (Mr, Hughes)
who blazed the track for me from the
Golden Mile. May I take this opportunity
of thanking him and the other stalwarts
who did so.

Mr, Hughes: Do not let us forget it.

Mr, MARSHALL: I shall do my best not
to, und so long as the hon. member does
not charge me Gs. Bd. for the advice, I shall
e more serious in my endeavour not to do
s0. I thank him for blazing the track. In
all my travels I have found no better
country than Western Australia and no
hetter spot within Western Australin than
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the goldfields, Consequently, his pioneer-
ing is much appreciated by me., The
pioncers discovered a very nice plot of
country and there is a very nice climate
there. I am sorry I had to coine down here
at this time of the year.

To return to the point I was making:
If we are going to allow our mines, as they
are worked to greater depths, to eontinue
with their present form of ventilation
nntil the temperatures get too high for
efficient service to be rendered, we shall
poison thousands of men. There are not
many members in this Chamber who know
the toll that has been paid in the way of
human life in the mines of Western Aus-
tralia, but I respectfully suggest that to
ask men to eontinue working with the pre-
sent ventilation system is asking too much.
We have more metalliferous mines than
has any other State. The Easlern States
are more concerned with coal mining, with
the exception of Broken Hill, Mt. Isa and
Captain Flat. So we ought to be in the
vanguard.

My, Wilson: We are not!

Mr. MARSHALL: No, but we should be.
I do not want to throw cold water on the
Government’s proposition, but I suggest
that immediate action should be taken by
the Mines Department, in regard to our
mines—and especially the dcep mines
where dust and silica arve present—to instal
machines where temperatures are above
normal, machines that will condition the
air and send jt below so that men’s lives
will be preserved. To take up any other
attitude is t{o be inhuman. I remind the
Depnty Premier that a quarter of a million
of money has been paid into the Treasury
hy the mining industry. Much of that may
he requived for the building of offices.
To that I have no objection, but I consider
that some of the money should be earmarked
for the assistanee of companies that can-
not afford to instal proper systems of ven-
tilation. Some compauies are not in a
position to do so, though there are many
that ean. These ventilation systems have
been installed in mines in Africa and
Canada. I do not suggest that the poor old
native should” not work wunder the best
conditions, but it is galling to me that
hlack men should get preference of con-
sideration over white men in the matter
of the proper ventilation of mines.
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The Minister for Works: Why not ask
the Commonwealth to forego some of its
money ?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, that ecould be
done. The Deputy Premier and the Gov-
ernment can solve the problem in whatever
way they like. It is the Government’s job
and I do not mind how the Government
goes ahout it. I am not intercsted in that,
but I am interested in the welfare of these
men. My family made a big enough sacri-
fice. My father and three or four uncles
are in the Kalgoorlie cemetery and all of
them died young as a result of their mining
experience, I do not want a repetition
of that. It is of little use expert advisers
telling me that everything is all right, so
long as temperatures are normal; it is net
all right. The deeper the mines are sunk,
the greater the difficulty in removing silicotic
air. I do not want the Qovernment to wait
until the men are poisoned with siliea, dust
and gas. The Government should be in the
vanguard in preserving the lives of young
men, who were brought into the indusiry a
few years ago in a healthy condition. I hope
further consideration will be given to pro-
tecting their health. It is not sufficient to
say to a man, “You have done 20 years of
mining, old ¢hap, and now you are sili-
cotic. We will give you compensation and
let you go.” That is not enough; T want
te protect these men and save them, and I
believe that by adopting the measures I sug-
gest B good deal of compensation money
would be saved.

I hope that share-hawking and the sale
of wild-eat propositions will be curbed in
futare. I subscribe to everything the mem-
ber for Bast Perth (Mr. Hughes) had to
say last night. It is a rotten state of affairs
when investors so far removed from West-
ern Australia ean be taken down, without
an opportanity to inguire into the nvest-
ments they have made. I do not know whe-
ther or not our amended Act will cover the
position. I realise the difficulty of the
Mines Department in refusing to sanction a
prospectus, but definitely something should
be done and it devolves upon the Govern-
ment to solve the problem and prevent fur-
ther exploitation. With all due respect to
the memher for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr.
Kelly), I point ong that the mining indus-
iry is scarcely experiencing a period of
prosperity. As a result of a shortnge of
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skilled men and the erushing burden of tax-
ation, duplicated in many instances, the
tndusiry has met with a good deal of adver-
sity, in my electorate at any rate. I did not
grip the actual substance of the hon. mem-
ber's remarks in regard to & sliding seale at
the State batteries. If he wished to imply
that a charge should he made on the basis
ot the whole value of the ore crushed, he
definitely has not my support. T know of
crushings that went ounces but it was only
a half-ton of ore obtained over two years. I
have known a low-grade proposition that
should give 3 dwts, but the owners have
made fortunes out of it. I soggest that
the hon. member tread very carefully. He
is on {Jangerous ground when he hegins to
advocate n sliding seale. Socicties of pros-
pectors and leaseholders had that idea some
years ago until T explained what would hap-
pen, and then they realised what they were
doing.

I thank members for the attentive hearing
they have given me. All the untterances I
have made regarding mismanagement of the
country’s affairs, or nbout any individnal
member of the Federal Government or the
State Government, have been made in the
hope ibat there will be an awakening to
our responsibility to proteet humanity when
the war has ended.

MR, DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) [6.0]:
The member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall},
who has just coneluded his remarks, referred
sympathetically to men suffering from sili-
eosis and other dust ecomplaints contracted
when working in mines. At any time that
hon. member or anyone else submits legisla-
tion to us to improve the condition of such
men, he will most certainly have my support.
I do not agree by a long way with every-
thing the member for Murchison says. In
fact, I believe he is the only man who he-
lieves 100 per cent. of everything he says.
I did so entirely when he spoke in eompli-
mentary fashion of the new member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie (Mr. Kelly). I, too, con-
gratulate the hon. member upon obtaining
a seat in this House. The speech he de-
livered to us this afternoon was one of the
hest maiden efforts T have heard during the
many years T have sat in Parliament, It
was well balanced, well delivered and full of
commonsense.

Mr. Withers: The member for Enst Perth
15 listening!
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Myr. Hughes: All I have to say to that is:
Cave Dangaos et dona ferentes!

Mr. DONEY: The mining and agricul-
tural interests in the Yilgarn-Coolgardie
electorate will be well represented through
the hon. member, for he has certainly made
a good start,

Mr. Cross: You must be wooing him!

My. DONEY : T share the great regret ex-
pressed at the passing of George Lambert.
Most members have lauded him because of
his knowledge of minevalogy, metallurgy and
chemistry as applied to mining. I am more
likely, however, to remember him for his
love of his children, and for his kindness to
children generally.

Perhaps the meost profitable subject for
discussion at this juneture is that of post-
war planning, Many speakers have dealt
with that suhject and I hope many more
will do so in the future so that we shall jm-
press ourselves and others with the vital necd
to take action regarding these pressingly im-
porlant matters. Throughout the debate a
variety of views has been expressed by
members. The member for Toodyay (Mr.
Thorn), for instanee, appeared to hold the
rather strange idea that we should not pur-
sue the matter of o new order at all. The
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) was
pessimistic,.  He scemed to have an idea that
humanity could not rise to the oceasion. The
Right Hon. the Prime Minister (Mr. Men-
zies) was reported reeently as believing that
the new order is right at this very moment
heing built up in the minds of the people. T
have not sensed that. There is not in my
mind any such thing at all as some uncon-
scions development, a sort of haphazard
growth of a new order that may be regarded
as worth while. Thus I make bold on that
point to disagree even with the Prime
Minister.

I dealt with this question a vear ago dur-
ing the Address-in-reply debate. I regarded
it as one of urgeney then; today there
is not the slightest doubt that it is doubly
wrgent. T regard the vear that has passed
as a yean lost. Surely we should plan for
peace no less tham for war, and T say we
should plan elaborately and exhaustively. It
must have been npoticed by all of us that
when Hitler oceupies a new country, on
every oeeasion he straightway sets himself
to plan for the cconomic and social future
of that country. It is no mere makeshift
plun. He plans for what he regards as
something on a permanent hasis, although
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nalurally we do nol regard the occupancy
of any such country as by any means per-
manent. It is as though this man sees
through the haze of the conflict and is deter-
mined that post-war Germany and its vassal
States, as he sees them in prospeet, shgli eol-
laborate as one unit and jump straightway
into pre-planned and ordered activity.

The Minister for Works: He has & way
of persuading people to adopt his plans.

Mr. DONEY: I do not know that I would
be prepared to agree to what Hitler regards
as “persuasion.” Still, I am referring only
to the man’s ideas and the guiding foree
that puts those ideas into effect. Most of
us will admit that he is at least wise in
patches, and his very direct and purpose-
ful methods certainly appeal to me. I do
not suppose we follow this man in any
other particular, but let us be sensible
enough to follow him in this matter. His is
the eopyhook maxim, “Do it now.”

The Minister for Lahour: Can you tell
us how he finances?

Mr. DONEY: Tad the Minister put that
question to the member for Murchison a few
minutes ago, he would have got an answer
which the hon. member himself would have
regarded as intelligent, though whether the
Minister would have viewea it in the same
light, T eannot say. Reverting to Hitler, his
postwar plans are part of his war plans.
War and peace, so far as he is concerned,
are parts of the same whole. They are not
so with us, but they certainly shouid be.
After all, what is the chief purpose of war
in the mind of the aggressor nation? It is
not so mueh to punish the other parties to
the fight as it is a means of improving peo-
graphically and economically the position
of that nation. Unless we take intell.
gent notice of Hitler's method, he will get
away with it regardless of whether he wins
or loses the war.

The  opinion held by the Minister for
Lands last year was that post-war recon-
struction had befter be left for consideration
in the post-war period. He was definite
on that point. His view was that we could
not foresee the post-war position or fore-
cast the terms of peace. True, we cannot
forecast the terms of peace, but there are
many conditions that must inevitably arise
from the war and can be forescen and
provided for. We agree that the new order
will impose upon us a trade poliey entirely
different from the one we work to now.
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We agree, also, that it is feasible-—although
I think quite unlikely—that there will be
changes in the constitution of the Empire,
that is to say, some variation in the num.
ber and possibly in the identity of the
member nations of the Empire. The Minister
for Lands expressed the opinion last year
that oversea trade is almost entirely depend-
ent upon trade preferemees within the Em.
pire, and we know that those trade pre-
ferences may disappear. They may, of
course, Ve easily intensified, and, if they are,
the arrangement will work in nicely with
the views being expressed on behalf of cer-
tain hig businesses in Sydney and Mel-
hourne. After the war we may develop into
one hundred per cent. protectionism. I hope
that does not oceur; I think free trade is
more likely. Tf free trade ecame it would
facilitate the profitable marketing of our
primary products. That sentiment will not
appeal to the Minister for Industrial
Development because such a policy would
have a stultifying effect on secondary in-
dustries.

We ngree with the Minister for Lands
that all those perplexities do exist, but of
this at least we have no doubt that the world
will still have urgent necd of butter, fruit,
eggs, skins, hides, wheat, wool and such-
like commodities. Another point is that our
fighting men—meost of them, we hope—will
veburn and will require to be absorbed into
congenial cecupations. We stand for that,
and to plan for it now is not too early.
Neither is it too early to pursue the idea
which was dropped when the war broke
out of obtaining that rather wonderful un-
derstanding, possible, though hard to recach,
between the wheat-producing nations of the
world. As a matter of fact, the body con-
cerned is putting forth a demand to meet
again, the object being to arrange a planned
restriction and a stabilised priece for wheat.
Then we must ask for and insist upon lower
interest rates in respect of works and in-
vestments of national value. This aim is
not likely to be very easily nchieved, but
some little encouragement may be drawn
from the faet that this is not now the
generally contentions subjeet it was three
or four years ago.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. DOXEY : At the tea adjournment [
was endeuvouring to impress the Premier’s
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mind with the importance of planning for
the hoped-for period. The end of the war
will without doubt find us in & muddle of in-
equalities. There will he a great deal too
much of what we do not want, and of course
far too little of what we do want. Beyond
doubt many thousands of men will be out of
work, and also many ihousands of men at
the wrong work. Surcly it must be ad-
mitted that we ought right now to draw up
corrective plans to deal with all these in-
equalitics,. 1f we do not begin now, we
pretty certainly will not begin at all. Saeri-
fices will be ealled for: we are all of us
agrced on that. Today we are in the proper
emotional condition for sacrifices; that is to
say, now whilst we are under the siress of
the shocks and sorrows and horrors of war.
Bveryone knows, or should know, of the
1919-20 period, and how things were during
that yeriod when safety and normality re-
turned to the world. Then will all these
fine sentiments {(whiech all of us have been
enuinerating)—brotherly love and so forth—
vanish, as it were, and oncve more it will he
“Business as usual,” and from that point on-
ward the prospect of a brave new world will
have passed us by, not to come again in our
generation, at all events,

So I say that unless we decide on now,
and Jegislate for now, the nceessary prin-
ciples and foundations, the farmers and
others similarly placed will continue to face
their future with feelings of utter despair.
For that matter, the great underpaid and
overworked and underfed will realise that
there is to be no splendid new world for
thern, anyhow. We cannot afford that. I
therefore hope that no other Minister will
be found to agree with the Minister for
Lands that this highly important work
should not be undertaken until the post-war
peried is actually with ws. It may be that
the end of the war is not far off. I know
the commoen expectation is that the war will
end in not less than one year, possibly, and
in not mare than two years; of course it
may be sooner. We realise, at any rate,
that from the moment the tide of battle runs
with us against Hitler, he will never again
be the man he was in 1932 and 1940. What-
ever happens to him—and the best eannot
happen now for it is too late—he will stag-
ger back through the mud and the bogs and
the charred ruins of Russia, pretty well
saguing at lhe knees, and fed oup to the
teeth too, I should say, with fighting. Then,

[ASSEMBLY.]

in my view, the end will come. But the point
ig, when that time does arrive {bearing in
mind the tarmeil and bewilderment that will
surraund the great struggle for repatria-
tion) what hope will there then be of in-
itiating and effeetuating those great tearing-
down and building-up plans which will be
necessary?  None whatever!

Iere I elaim the attention of the Premier
That hon. gentleman, and for ihat matter
members generally, should right now stare
getting together the brainiest of our men to
cope with the tasks confronting ws. We
should gather together our best Treasury
men, our wisest churchmen, our ablest engin-
eers, our best-balanced social reformers, and
our truly representative labour leaders—
these would be absolutely indispensable—and
also onr soundest researchers, owr foremost
agricalturalists and so forth—men of vision
who would be prepared to give equal treat-
ment to every seetion of the community and
every part of the State. Presumably there
would be two or three of each eclass. 1
suggest to the Premier that he prepare him-
self to give this suggestion earnest considera-
tion. I do not wish to intimate to him thai
if he does not do so a motion wil}, be sub-
mitted to the House for giving effect to that
iden; but I certainly do snggest to the hon.
gentleman that he should straightaway Dbe-
come active in this matter,

I turn now to a question of more or less
loeal concern. I wish to draw the attention
of the House, and particularly the attention
of the Treasurer and the Minister for Coun-
try Water Supplies, to what I regard as the
prime weakness in the general economy
of Western Australia, I refer to the ab-
scnee of a reliable water supply in the
inhabited parts of the State east of and
north-east of the Darling Range. Doubtless
it is possible substantially to mitigate the
troubles I refer to, althomgh unfortunately
not without exacting heavy tribute from the
Treasury. This water problem must be
regarded as our basic problem—I do not
say im the metropolitan area but certainly
in other parts of the State. It is our basic
problem because so many other difficult
problems grow from it. Nothing is so sub-
versive of progress in a State like Western
Australia as is the absence of reliable water
supplies. There are few parts of the State
free from that want. During the last few
years, unhappily for me and my eolleagues
along the Great Sonthern Railway, that



{21 Avcust, 1941.]

portion of Western Australia has bheen the
chief sufferer, in particnlar the Central
Great Southern and especially the towns of
Pingelly, Katanning and Narrogin. My econ-
<cern i3 more immediately for the water posi-
tion in my own town of Narrogin. Last
year the rationing there was so striet that,
without exaggeration, I am able to say we
had little more than just a eupful or two
for a week. That, naturally, was during the
driest period of that year. In the present
year the position is a little hetter. TInstead
of the 28,000,000 gallons we finished up with
last yoar, we now have that same quantity
in this current month of August. We do
not know what rains we are to be blessed
with between now and, say, the end of Sep-
tember; but there is, I regret to say, at
least a possibility, or perhaps a probability,
of another year of severe rationing.

I do not want members to think that
this is leading np to a condemnation of the
Government in respect of water supply mat-
ters. Far from it, On the contrary, I think
I can claim that the Narrogin Municipal
Couneil, the Minister and his engineers and I
are wise enough to act co-operatively in the
Great Southern district so far as eoncerns
this exceedingly important matter. Water
shortages, sueh as we have experienced, have
a very irritating and disturbing effect upon
consumers, who of course lose their gardens
and have to forgo baths; one might truth-
fully say that on occasions they go thirsty
and dirty. At the end of these bitter annoy-
ances—this is the bad part of it—they are
asked to pay for water which they did not
receive. People get rother savage in such
circumstances. 1 ask the Premier what he
would say had he to pay for water which
he did not get. Would he pay up and look
pleasant? I do not expect for a moment
that he will reply to this guestion, but as
long as the point sinks in T will be satisfied.
I realise that the Govermment’s action is
legal, that is to say, the Government ecan
demand payment and it does so; bat T ask
the Premier to meditate upon the psycholog-
ical effect on people who receive a demand
for payment of goods they have not re-
eeived. I point ont that this sort of thing
does not happen in Perth; for that matter,
it does not, I suppose, happen anywhere on
the western side of the Darhing Range.

The Premier: It happened in Bridge-
town.

Mr. DONEY: Yes.
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The Minister for Works: It used to hap-
pen in Perth.

Mr. DONEY: Were Perth residents
called upon to pay for water not supplied
to them?

The Minister for Works: There was very
gevere rationing.

Mr. DONEY: Yes, I know,

The Minister for Works: And the water
was of very poor quality.

Mr. DONEY: I do not know whether 1
would concede that; compared with what
we got in the country it was very good.

The Minister for Works: It was some-
times dirty.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Iron in the water
is really good.

Mr. DONEY: If there were iron in our
water we would not mind. I have no com-
plaint in that respect; but the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward) would be inclined
to say that the colour of the water in his
district arises from plain mud.

The Premier: Your wire to me at Can-
berra inspired me greatly,

Mr. DONEY: I am especially glad that
the Premier should have made that remark.
I forbore to mention my telegram hoping
that the Premier might spontaneously refer
to it. However, if T might continue this
plea of mine, I would point out to the
Premier that water troubles in the metro-
politan area are now over, perhaps for 20
years or so. Therefore, he is not likely to
be worried with any substantial Tressury
expenditures or with requests for any major
water extensions in the metropolitan area
during that period. I now suggest to him
that he might transfer his attention to the
water troubles of the Great Southern dis-
trict. We bave a succession of towns in
that distriet whose continued prosperity is
essentinl to the solveney of the Treasury and
to the general welfare of the State. It will
be plain to all that no great forwsard move-
ment ¢an be made in this State—that is, pro-
vided we move forward upon an even front
—unless those towns are prosperous.

I would like to oceupy a few minutes
with the immediate past history of the water
supply position in the Great Southern dis-
triet. Some members may know that ahout
four or five vears ago, as the result of an
agitation initiated and ecarried through by
Great Sonthern members—of course, in as-
sociation with the municipal eouncils and
road hoards involved——a large-scale survey of
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the water needs of the Great Southern dis-
triet and of the couniry east of the Great
Southern and the North Central portion of
the State, was ultimately undertaken and re-
ported upon in due course. The estimated
cost of the proposed work was about
£4,000,000. I do not need to make more
than one guess, nor do other members, as
to the Government's reaction to that report.
It could be summed np in the words, “Costly,
far too costly!” Still, members can gather
from that what was the Government’s esti-
mate of the Great Southern water needs, that
is to say, the Great Southern’s share of that
£4,000,000. Obviously, it was assessed at
an execeedingly high figure. My next step
was to move for 50 acres of bitumen. That
was ultimately granted and today my town
has the distinction of being the first town
in the Commonwealth—for all I know, I
might just as correetly say in the whole
world, although I am not sure—to have its
water conserved through that ageney. The
following year that reservoir, the capacity
of which is 77,000,000 gallons, overflowed.
The next year (last year) the supply was
down o 28,000,000 gallons; that was the
year of the extensive rationing to which I
have referred.

This year we have, as I said a moment
ago, a supply of ahout 28,000,000 or
20,000,000 gallons, More severe rationing
will therefore seemingly be necessary next
year. [ point out to the Treasurer that
those Iast three points econnote the real weak-
ness of our position. They show that in
years of plenty when we have a full re-
servoir, we cannot earry over suificient water
for the following year if that should hap-
pen to be a year of low rainfall. That
indicates one or two things, or both; either
the reservoir is too small er the catchment
does not shed sufficient water. Either or
both of those drawbacks may oecur in the
same year; and, with that in mind, I made
2 request in Qctober, 1939, for an additiona]
50 acres of bitumen. My request was agreed
to in part. At least, the Minister, in eom-
pany with the Under Seeretary for Works,
Mr. Andrew, and Mr. Dumas and Mr. Crimp
were in the distriet a few months ago and
made an examination of the catchment and
the waterworks. I submit this fact to the
Premier. I might add that the Counecil and
I were informed by the Minister, following
on that visit, that the supply of the extra
bitumen had been decided upon.
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Our catchment is not a eatchment at all.
A catechment is usuvally deseribed as a sur-
face ground, the drainage from which is
capable of being directed into a given reser-
vour. Ours does not actually serve that
purpose at all. It is one of those deep,
sandy and highly porous catchments that
are especially absorbent, I am not blaming
the present Government for choosing that
caichment. I have not endeavoured to ascer-
tain which Government was in power 30
years ago when the eatchment was chosen.
What I do know is that it should not have
been selected and that ratepayers of the
town were not consulted with a view to
discovering whether or not they eoncurred
in its ehoige. I take it from the very fav-
ourable interjection of the Premier in re-
gard to this plea of mine that I might now
leave the question where it stands. I am
ziad to see that the Minister for Native
Affairs is in his place.

Mr. Withers: As usual!

Mr. DONEY: Yes. He is a very good
sitter indeed and I think the same remark
might fairly well be made concerning all
the members occnpying the (overnment
front bench. What I am about to say con-
cerns also the Minister representing the
Minister for Education. I desire to call
attention to the position prevailing at Cul-
hin, a siding 10 or 12 miles sonth of Wil-
liams. Trounble has arisen there in respeet
of the attendanee of nhorigines at the local
school. There are two school buildings at
Culbin, one very old and the other compara-
tively new. Until recently there were no
coloured children there; indeed there were
no coloured people at all at or near that
centre. Buot all of a sedden we found 26
coloured children attending the school. The
number of white children in attendance was
about fen. In case it is not within the
knowledge of all members I would Iike to
explain that the head teacher of any school
may admit to his school for education any
coloured child who is clean and healthy and
who, fogether with his parents, lives under
conditions reasonably approximating the
white standard. I received a letter
from the white parents setting out that the
coloured children did not live in conformity
with that standard or anywhere near it. It
was pointed out that the white children very
early contracted eye diseases from the col-
oured children and that in addition the col-
oured children were in a highly malo-
dorous state—to put it mildly. The
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parents further feared fhat there might
be present in those children a certain
disease of a highly malignant nature,
In view of those cireumstances they
asked either that the coloured children might
be removed or that the old school might be
shifted to a spot two or three miles away
for the use of the coloured children, leaving
the new school entirely for the whites. I
have no guarrel whatever with the Director
of Edneation or the Chief Inspector or the
Secretary for Edueation or the headmaster
of the school at Culbin. I understard they
function in aecordance with the depart-
mental Act and regulations and within that
scope, so far as it permits them, I have
always found them to be very obliging and
helpful, Qutside of the Act, as we all know,
they have no diseretion whatever.

The department would not, however,
agree to either of the proposals made hy
the white parents, with the result that the
latter took their children from the school
and applied to the director for a tencher to
tench them in a room in a private house,
I understand that also was denied them.
They wanted to know from me how I viewed
their action, I told them I upheld them,
and that had I been placed in the same cir-
cumstances I too would have taken my chil-
dren away from the school. I know there
are in the department and probably amongst
the members of this Chamber those who
say—and quife rightly—that black children
should he educated with white children. I
agree, provided the little black chaps are
veasonably elean and healthy and that there
are not {oo many of them. T am sure I
cannot be aceused of having no sympathy
with the blacks, because for the greater por-
tion of my life, although not in this country,
I had to depend upon them for company
for months at a time and I may say that
they have proved to be some of the most
loyal friends I have had in my life. I am not
likely therefore to be a harsh eritic of
the blacks. The department said that if the
parents would remove the old building to a
position only a few chains away, it would
agrce to the blacks ocempying that school
and the white children the other. The white
parents could not see that was a suitable or
acceptable solution of the problem and I
entirely agree with them. The whites con-
sidered, tco—at least T do not know that
they considered it, but it was my personal
view—that they should not have been called
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upon to move that school, They did some
years ago move the schoel from a position
12 miles away to the site it now occupies and
I daresay they became a bit tired of work
that properly should have been done by the
Public Works Department. '

The suggestion was submitted to me that
the coloured children at mixed schools make
a wonderful advancement in their studies
and I have no doubt they do. In point of
fact, from having visited such schools in the
country, I know they do make as much pro-
gress as and possibly more progress than
white children, but I would like to bring to
the notice of the Minister this aspeet of the
situation: that while training in mixed
schools has a beneficial effect on the blacks
it has a highly detrimental effeet on the
white childven. I am quite sure that mem-
hers will readily appreciate that the presence
of 26 natives in a school on a hot summer’s
day would not bave a pleasant effect upon
10 white children. If the proportion had
been the other way about; if there had heen
10 white children and only two or three
coloured children—which is about the ord-
inary proportion of the mixture—there
might not have been so much c¢anse for com-
plaint. When I inquired where these black
childven had come from, I ascertained they
had been drawn from other centres. On
account of the view of the parents that they
should not be in the same schools as white
children, the department, possibly taking the
line of least resistance, eollected them all and
dumped them on poor inoffensive Culbin. I
admit the kiddies had to go somewhere and
I am not blaming the department, but I sug-
gest to the twe responsible Ministers that
there is something wrong witk the regula-
tions that permit this position to avise. The
school in that tiny centre, where normally
there are no blacks at all, has the highest
number of coloured children in any school
in the State with the exeeption of one in the:
electorate of the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall}). It has also been submitted to
me that it would be a very fine thing for
the black children if the black blood were
bred out of them over a series of generations.
by the infusion of white blood.

The Minister for Railways: Are there
sufficient native children there for a sehool?

Mr. DONEY: Yes, ample to keep it go-
ing, and certainly there was no necessity
to import 26 native children for that pur-
pose, The suggestion about breeding out the
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black blood may be quite all right; but in
my view it does not matter, when we have
regard to what is actually going on. The
breeding-out process is in progress, but that
does not affect the issme I am raising. 1
have indicated the view of a number of
people residing at this particular eentre, and
I would probably view the matler in the
same light if I lived there. They do not
want their boys and girls to be the means
of giving effect to this breeding-out process.
I call the Minister's attention to that point.
I have found in eonversation with those who
sny there should be this breeding-out and
who believe in the mixture of colours in our
schools, that they ihemselves have no child-
ren of school age or have none at all, while
possibly they live in the metropolitan area
where the question of mixed schools does not
arise. I am very pleased that the Minister
for Native Affairs is bere to listen to my
complaints regarding this phase, and I hope
he will pay sympathetic attention to the
problem with a view to rectifying it in a
sensible way acceptable to my friends whose
contentions I have submitted this evening.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [8.1): I do not
intend to speak at great length, particnlaxiy
as I understand T am to be the last to par-
ticipate in lhe eurrent debate. I have lis-
tened with interest to the views expressed by
members.  To my mind the outstanding fea-
ture bas been the crificism of Federal poli-
tics. Various members set out to ecriticise
the Prime Minister, while others devoted
similar attention to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition In the House of Representatives.
Western Australia, as part of the Federa-
tion, has, in the exercise of the franchise,
agreed—as it was our duty to do in times
of stress such as these—to give loyal sup-

port to the Government in power.
What do we find? There is an ele-
ment that is apparently not satisfied

with anything at all. During the debate
we have heard from members sitting on the
Government side of the House all about the
virtues of the Labour Party. The member
for Perth (Mr, Needham) claimed that the
only section contributing to Australia’s
effort to win the war was the Labour Party.

Mr Doney: That was only a joke!

My, MAXNN: T eannot view this mattor as
one for joking, particularly when the Em-
pire, ineluding Australin, is facing the
greatest erisis in history. Surely we, as part
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of the British Commonwealth of Nations,
must realise we live in the face of danger
emanating from the Near East. It is quite
time we stopped this stupid hickering in the
political arena. The member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) remarked this evening that
Parliament could not control the finances.
If that is so, the sooner we abolish this
House the better, becanse, in that event we
are not honest with ounrselves or with the
people of Western Australia.

There has been eriticism of State Parlia-
ments. The member for Claremont (M.
North} defended the institution. To me it
seems that, in view of the way we are going
on, we deserve all the eriticism hurled at us.
How long this Parliament, or the democratic
svstem of government as we know it in Aus-
tralia, is to remain is hard to say, particu-
larly when we consider what has been poing
on in the Federal Parliament. I pay this
tribute to the State Parliament: Labour has
been in offiecc for many years, and we, as
members of the Opposition, have heen Joyal
to the Government for the past nine years.
During the twelve years I have been in this
House, I sat for three years bebind the Gov-
ernment of the day, and for the remainder
of the time have sat in Opposition. The
three years when I sat on the Government
side of the House represented the depression
period, and during that time the opposition
to the Government was severe.

The Minister for Works: It needed to be
severe.

Mr. MANN: The Opposition has been
very decent to the present Government. Tt
has endeavoured to help the State to make
progress. On the other band, in the Federal
political arena there is a class of man that
simply panders to the worst features of
Parliamentary life. I refer to Beasley, Ward
and Lazzarini—men who are definitely Com-
munistie in their aclions.

Mr. Needham: What about Cameron and
McCall? Be fair!

Mr. MANN: That is the class of man we
find in Federal politics, and they seek to
control Ausiralia. They are Communists.
The drift in fhe Australian Parliament is
dangerous. In Faugland the people are be-
hind the Government in their desire to serve
the interests of the Empire, but in Anstralia
there are those, including even some mem-
bers of the National Party, who never fail
to criticise the Parliminentary leaders.

Mr. Withers: You can read such eriticism
in the English Press too.
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Mr. MANN: Why is that criticism so pro-
nounced? It is hecause these men cannot
secure the spoils of office. That is the dis-
gusting part of it all. Let us be honest with
ourselves. Lot us agree as to what Aus-
tralia’s position will be if men of that type
gain control of the destinies of Australia,
The (Government knows perfectly well that
there are Communists in Western Australia.

Mr. Cross: What do vou think Earle Page
thinks of Menzies?

Mr, SPEAKER : Order!

Myr. MANN: I think we all realise the
danger we are in, As for the member for
Canning {Mr. Cross) with his cheap-jack,
silly

Mr. SPEAKER: Order?

Mr. Cross: You speak

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: I am speaking perfectly
truthfully regarding the position in the poli-
tical life of this country. Government mem-
hers do not like it, for they realise how seri-
ous it is. I hope my words will not go
unheeded.

My, Fox: I see the Leader of the Opposi-
tion smiling.

Mr. MANN: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion realises the position, but Ministers on
the Treasury bench appear to be in a serious
frame of mind tonight. I should think they
would be.

M. Fox: Do not say too much, or you
may get opposition at your next election.

Mr. Needham: Let us go into that later.

The Minister for Works: We think the
Communists defeated us in the Yilgarn-
Coolgardie election,

My. MANN: The Minister cannot blame
us for that

Mr. Cross: We cannot blame the Country
Party.

Hon. N. Keenan: Who was the Commu-
nist?

The Minister for Works: I referred to
Communists.

Mr. MANN: What a lovely spectacle we
had recently when two Communists embark-
ed upon z hunger strike, and 40,000 trade
unionists of Australia went on strike in sym-
pathy. Those two men were definitely
proved to be Communists.

Mr. Cross: That was not in this State,

Mr, MANN: I am not referring to West-
ern Australia, but to men in the Eastern
States. Of course you know all about them.

Mr. Cross: Not at all!

[14]
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Mr. BPEAKER: The hon, member will
address the Chair and not mind the mem-
ber for Canning. .

Mr. MANN: Today we find this sort of
thing geing on, and this at a time when the
Empire is more seriously menaced than ever
before. We are anxionsly watching the posi-
tion in Russia and admiring the mighty
struggle being made by her armies. Aus-
tralia has never known the horrors of war;
only those men who served in the 1914-18
war or are serving in this war can form
any idea of what war conditions really are.
The day may not be far distant when we
ghall be brought to a realisation of what war
means and we shall probably wake up when
it is too late. Whatever criticism we as
members of Parliament are receiving, we de-
serve. Unfortunately there has been too
great 2 tendeney to pander to public opin-
ion, and one of the big decisions that will
have to be made before long is on the ques-
tion whether our Parliamentary system is
to eontinue or whether we are going to drift
inte a dictatorship.

I must mention a few matters affecting
my electorate. The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Doney) has spoken of the
native question. I hope the Minister will
give serions consideration to the suggestion
to establish a native settlement. There are
some 500 natives whose kiddies are growing
up without education and in danger of be-
coming 2 menace to other people. Surely
everybody in the State is entitled to reeeive
consideration from the Government! This
is a State, not a Commonwealth matter. The
natives and haif-castes are human beings just
as we are. We see the girls in the streets
and the young fellows wandering about any-
where, and surely something conld be done
to improve their eonditions! I hope the
Minister will diseuss the matter with his of-
ficials with a view to evolving some scheme
that will pui an end to the present unsatis-
factory state of affairs,

I have a suggestion to offer the Premier on
o matter of which I have spoken several
times in this House, and I hope he will
give effect to it. I sugpest that the Gov-
ernment hand over to the Lotteries Com-
mission for the benefit of charities the
fines imposed in the police courts for bet-
ting offences, instead of paying the money
into revenue. In the circumstances this
is the least we can expect of the Govern-
ment. I daresay the sum collected annually
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would be £20,000, and the Lotteries Com-
mission would certainly be able fo make
good use of it. I hope steps will be taken
to secure some measure of uniformity in
the amounts of the fines imposed in the
police courts at Perth, Fremantle and Mid-
land Junction. Why should I, charged
with a betting offence in the Perth Police
Court, be fined £75, while my friend of
Canning may go to Fremantle and be pen-
alised to the extent of only £5% It is
noticeable that the same two justices,
Messrs. J. M. Farrell and A. E. Pady, regu-
larly oceupy the Bench in the Fremantle
Court. I kmew Mr. Pady when he returned
from the war 25 years ago and he must now
be a very old man. That there should be such
diserepancies in the penalties imposed is
entirely wrong.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Offenders in Perth
shonld apply for a change of venue.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are there any other
justices in Fremantle?

Mr. MANN: I think there must be.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then why do the
same two men always sit on these eases?

Mr., MANN: That is what I should like
to know. I hope the Minister will look into
the matter of the varying fines imposed,
and that the Premier will agree to hand
over the proceeds of the fines to the Lot-
teries Commisison for distribution.

Mr. Rodoreda: I do not think you are in
order in reflecting on the justices.

Mr. MANN: I consider that I am quite
justified in reflecting on the two justices I
have mentioned.

Regarding the medical profession, a
large number of our doetors had gone
oveasea and there is a serious shortage
of doctors in country distriets. I should
like the Government to devise some form of
nationalisation of the medieal services. A
doetor’s mission in life is to aid the sick,
and many people in the lower income groups
are able to receive the best of aftention at
the public hospitals. Farmers and others
who fall sick have often to travel to Perth
and consult specialists at enormous expense,
and there is a real risk of people who are
relatively better off receiving attention less
than or inferior to that which is available
to the poor or indigent. A man on the basic
wage is enfitled to enter the Perth Hospital
where he receives the best of treatment, but
a struggling farmer is not similarly privil-
eged. The time has come to nationalise the
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medieal profession and arrange for a beiter
distribution of doctors in the country areas.

I hope that everyone now regards the war
and its implications very seriously indeed.
I sineerely hope that the present struggle
will soon be over, though when that will be,
God alone knows. When our men return
from the front, we should provide every op-
portunity for their rehabilitation. The mem-
ber for Forrest (Mr. Holman) bas seen fit
to enlist for service in the A.LF. A man
who is prepared to don the uniform and go
oversea to fight for his country is deserv-
ing of all possible consideration during his
absence and when be retorns to the State.
On the return of our soldiers we must not
consider that our duty to rehabilitate them
can be discharged by putting them ount in
labouring gangs to work on the roads. I
have seen returned men to whom treatment
of this sort has been meted ont. I trust that
when the fighting is over, our men will be
aceorded much greater consideration than
was given to the soldiers after the 1914-18
war. No man should be allowed to suffer dis-
abilities after having served with the forees
abroad.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (13)—FIRST READING.

1, Traffic Act Amendment.

2, Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,

and Drainage Act Amendment,

3, Munieipal Corporations Act Amend-

ment.

4, Road Districts Act Amendment (No. 2).
Introduced by the Minister for Works.

, Reserves (No. 1).

, Abattoirs Act Amendment,

, Government Stock Saleyards.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
8, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)

Act Amendment.
9, Profiteering Prevention Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Labour.

10, Publiec Trustee.

11, Franchise.

12, Mental Treatment (War Serviee Pa-

tients).
Introduced by the Minister for Justice,

13, Native Administration Act Amend-

ment.
Introduced by the Minister for the
North-West.

House adjourned at 827 p.m.
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